
 

Press contact :  
Pauline DYKMANS, Press Officer, Consulate General of France in Hong Kong and Macau 
26/F, Admiralty Centre Tower II, 18 Harcourt Road, Central, HK 
Tel: (+852) 3752 9921 / Fax: (+852) 3752 9905 / Email: press@consulfrance-hongkong.org  
Website: www.consulfrance-hongkong.org / Facebook: www.facebook.com/franceinhk  

1 

Hong Kong, October 16th, 2014 
Speech by Mr. Barthelemy, Consul General of France in Hong Kong & Macau 

 

(Check against delivery) 
 

Cher Paul,  
Cher Nicolas, 
Cher Michel, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Dear Friends, 
 
First of all let me start by welcoming you all to the French Residence. We are gathered 
tonight to celebrate three eminent members of our community: Mr. Paul Clerc-Renaud, Mr. 
Nicolas Borit, and Mr. Michel Molliet.  
 
In a couple of minutes I will bestow each of them with a medal, a medal which symbolizes 
France’s recognition for their outstanding achievement. Their professional achievement of 
course, since the three of them have led and continue to lead prominent careers. But also – 
and I like to think, more importantly – for their contribution to their community and to their 
country. The three of them have put a lot of hard work and talent in becoming who they are, 
and this in itself is to be highly esteemed. But one thing I find they have in common is that 
they have spared time to give back to others and share opportunities and chances they 
found along their way. This, Nicolas, Paul and Michel, is why you are here. 
 
Before I go on I would like to address a special welcome to the women that are behind them. 
Brigitte, Annie and Jennifer, you know how the saying goes, I am sure your husbands are 
grateful for all the support that you have given them. It is a pleasure to have you today.  
 
 
Let me first turn to you, cher Paul Clerc-Renaud.   
 
Dear Paul,  
 
This ceremony will certainly not come as a surprise to you, since it is the third time you 
attend it for yourself. By now I think you are starting to know the protocol. And it may seem 
that you can’t get enough of it. But truth is, really, it is us who cannot get enough of you.  
And this is because you condense many exciting personalities in one: you are and have 
been altogether an overseas pioneer, a business adventurer, a successful entrepreneur, a 
tireless patriot and a passionate storyteller. So the only problem for me is where to start. I will 
try my best. 
 
Born a little east of Lyon, in a town called Bron, you brilliantly graduated from HEC, one of 
France’s most prominent business school, in 1970. Right after your diploma ceremony, as if 
bitten by a tropical mosquito, you took on your destiny and bought a plane ticket for the 
farthest place possible, New Zealand. Despite the challenge of cohabitation in a land 
renowned for its welcoming sheep population as much as for its fearless Hakka dancers, you 
managed to calmly settle and find exciting business opportunities. This adventurous start 
was anything but an escape from France since, among other things, you started a bread 
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company! Moreover, you opened the way to other French businesses by becoming President 
of the French New Zealand Trade Association.  
 
It was not until 1977 that you settled for good, and Hong Kong was your promised land. 
Foreseeing before most the exceptional assets of this territory, you started a trading house, 
the Fargo group. The firm grew in line with your hard work and relentless energy to become 
a diversified group including several companies in the supply chain, manufacturing and 
distribution sectors, spreading across China, Vietnam and India, making yourself the first 
French Hong Kong tycoon! (and in fact the only one).  
 
Dear Paul, 
 
You have always been keen to share the expertise and experience you gained during this 37 
exciting years in Hong Kong. As many of you know, Mr. Clerc-Renaud is an exceptional 
narrator. And if you haven’t had this chance already, please do go to one of his conferences 
on the history of French presence here, or immerge yourself in the book “French 
connections” which he has co-written on Hong Kong’s French community since the 19th 
century.  
 
If the stories about the French presence in HK become alive when you tell them, Paul, it is 
most probably because you are one of their main actor and a pillar of the French community. 
You have been External Trade Advisor to the French government since 1985, chairing the 
Hong Kong section from 1988 to 1991. You also preceded Mr. Borit in chairing the French 
Chamber from 1991 to 1993. You involved yourself in promoting French research by 
becoming an active Member of the Board of the HKU-Pasteur Research Centre.  
Dear Paul, I am sure your family and all your beloved friends who came here today have 
many more reasons to celebrate you successes and achievements tonight, and they are 
probably eager to congratulate you with their own words. But before I leave them with this 
pleasure, I would now like to bestow upon you a medal and a rank, Officier de l’Ordre de la 
Légion d’honneur, only given to those who have made an exceptional contribution to their 
country and compatriots. You fully deserve it, it is my honor to be in front of you here tonight, 
congratulation.  
 
Paul Clerc-Renaud, au nom du Président de la République et en vertu des pouvoirs qui me 
sont conférés, je vous fais Officier de l’Ordre national de la Légion d’Honneur. 
 
 

*** 
 
I now turn to you, dear Nicolas.  
 
Your career seems to have been built out of the same formula you apply for the construction 
work you deal with every day: solid foundations, patient and cautious work, and a 
determination to make a lasting impression.  
  
After graduating from Rouen Business School in 1990, you started your career a little 
upstream the Seine River, in Paris, for the company Bouygues, one of the world’s most 
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renowned construction company. This first choice seems to have been the right one, as you 
have not left Bouygues since, taking on every bit of opportunity to raise yourself a little higher.  
You first sharpened your skills by helping to construct a couple of hospitals and schools in 
France. You were then sent off to Ivory Coast in 1995, as Head of the Commercial 
department. And three years later, your business up and running, you flew once again across 
the world, but laterally this time, and arrived in Hong Kong in February 1998. You first started 
to work for a subsidiary of Bouygues, developing new high-tech products for construction 
work, and spreading your company’s know-how to Beijing, Manila and Singapore.  
 
In 2001, you joined Dragages headquarters in Hong Kong, in the aftermath of the Asian 
financial crisis. In those difficult time for the construction business, you still managed to win a 
key contract for Dragages: the design, construction, financing and operating of a major 
exhibition centre, Asiaworld-Expo. This 10 ground-level, column-free exhibition halls, located 
just next to HK airport, has certainly been a turning point in your career, and one of your 
major achievements. After Asiaworld-expo’s opening in 2005, you did not let go of your 
70,000 square meter trophy and became its CEO. A few years later, it had become the 
second exhibition center of Hong Kong.  
 
Finally, in 2007, you made it to the last ladder of Dragages Hong Kong. Together with your 
team of 2000 employees, you worked relentlessly to accompany the government of Hong 
Kong in its new ambitions for the city, pursuing Dragages heritage of shaping the city since it 
first settled in Hong Kong in 1955. The list of projects that your company has raised above 
ground or that you are currently working on is pretty impressive, and I will just quote some of 
the most mind-striking: the Kai Tak cruising terminal, a significant part of the 50km bridge 
across the Pearl River, numerous rail developments, a hotel and roads in Macau and, most 
lately, two undersea tunnels between Tuen Muen and the airport, which represent the 
biggest contract ever awarded to Dragages. This is really an impressive track record, but 
also an important sign of trust and respect from the government you have well deserved and 
can be proud of.  Looking forward, Dragages looks well set to continue on bringing the best 
of French know-how to this city for the years to come, under your wise leadership.  
 
Nicolas, besides a highly-demanding career, you also took the time to share with others – 
newcomers, young entrepreneurs, small and bigger businesses – your experience and 
understanding of the Hong Kong business scene, as president of the French Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry since 2010. And results are here: the French Chamber has become 
the 3rd French Chamber in the world. It has developed its member base and became one of 
the most professional and proactive European Chamber in Hong Kong and diversified its 
services to become one of the top professional association in Hong Kong, and our business 
community is thriving. Many people take credit for the French economic prowess in HK. The 
dynamism and effectiveness  of the chamber and its team are obviously a key explanation to 
it.   
 
To sum it all up, Nicolas, I find that the word “builder”, in French “bâtisseur”, is best suited to 
describe you. You are a bâtisseur, someone that not only builds concrete buildings, roads 
and tunnels for today, but also, through your commitment to others around you, builds 
highway and bridges for the future.  
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Your wife and three children can be very proud of you, as your friends and colleagues who 
came here today.   
 
Nicolas Borit, au nom du Président de la République et en vertu des pouvoirs qui me sont 
conférés, je vous fais Chevalier de l’Ordre national de la Légion d’Honneur. 
 

*** 
Last but not least, let me turn to you, dear Michel Molliet. 
 
Michel, looking at your life and career, I must say my diplomat colleagues, including myself, 
would turn green with envy. Doha, Oman, Thailand, Cambodia, Burma, Australia… for some 
reason, you always manage to land on paradise shores. Maybe you can give me some tips 
afterwards.  
 
You were born in the German port city of Kiel, just south of the Baltic Sea. This probably 
inspired you to turn towards the sea. And also to flee towards hot weather.  
 
In fact, just after graduating from Institut Baronnat of Grenoble in 1985, in France, you joined 
the Accor group and flew to Doha to start your career in a Palace under the sun. You were 
quick to adapt, and in fact just a little more than a year after you were sent to Oman, a little 
more south in the Arabic peninsula. For those of you who have a hard time keeping up with 
the geography, sorry but it doesn’t get better. In January 1991, you flew to Thailand for a 
fruitful period of 11 years. You became General Manager of several resorts for the Accor 
group, and then were given responsibilities as director of operations for a perimeter covering 
21 hotels in Thailand, Cambodia, Myanmar and Laos. Continuing your fast track to top 
positions, you became Regional Manager of North Queensland, Australia, with 7 hotels 
under your supervision, and, just in case you found some free time, you were also General 
Manager of the Sofitel Reef Casino Hotel in Cairns. You first took your share of the Chinese 
thrill by landing in Xi’an in September 2004, managing 4 hotels in Renmin Square.  
 
At last, you arrived in October 2006 in Macau, and have not left it since, for our biggest 
delight. You started off as Vice-president in charge of operations for the Venitian. That is, a 
3000-room hotel and the biggest casino in the world. But since no task seems to be big 
enough for you, you are since 2008 Vice-president of Sofitel for Greater China, supervising 
26 hotels and directly managing the Sofitel Macau. Your energy and commitment to every 
details has since been recognized by a number of awards of your industry, such as “Best 
Asia-Pacific Hotel of the year”, “First prize for client satisfaction in Macau” and “Best Hotel 
Director in China”. Having a high sense of moral duty, I personally went to verify this 
reputation, and I don’t deny anything of the above! 
 
Michel, I am sure you could not have achieved all this if it wasn’t for the passion you put into 
your work. This passion, you have also put it in promoting France everywhere you passed by. 
French food, wine and champagnes of course, which make you a member of the selective 
congregation of la Chaine des Rôtisseurs. French business, also, by decisively helping out in 
the creation of the young France-Macau Business Association, of which you are an active 
member. And finally, French culture, by closely supporting French festivals such as Festival 
croisement in China, Le French May in Hong Kong and Macau, by helping the Alliance 
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française of Macau reach out and spread French culture, and finally by bringing the best of 
French design in your hotel interiors.  
 
For all these reasons, and on behalf of the Republic of France, I would like to express today, 
in front of your family, friends and dear colleagues, your country’s gratitude.  
 
Michel Molliet, au nom du Président de la République et en vertu des pouvoirs qui me sont 
conférés, je vous fais Chevalier de l’Ordre national de la Légion d’Honneur. 
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