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Dear Christine, 

Executive Councilor, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear friends,  

  

I am happy to welcome you all here at the French 

Residence. To welcome you, dear Christine. To welcome 

as well your family, your parents of course, your daughter 

Leah, your aunt and uncle. But also your friends and 

colleagues who have been instrumental in helping you 

achieve the many great things you achieved and that we 

are celebrating tonight.  

 

Dear Christine, 

 

After brilliant studies in law, both in Hong Kong and in 

the US, you decided to go into business, in the field of 

commodities trading, and you did so with great success 

during 14 years.  

 

Then, in a move quite unusual for traders, you decided to 

embark on a completely different adventure. You decided 

to serve the public interest. And to do it where it is most 

naturally done, in politics. You were first appointed by 

Governor Christopher Patten as a member of the 

Legislative Council, in 1992. But, as a real politician, you 

decided to compete for the direct suffrage of the citizens. 

You did it successfully, not surprisingly, since you won 

two direct elections in 1995 and 1998. You have been a 

very active Legco member.  



 2 

To name a few of your great achievements, I would like to 

mention the Prevention of Bribery Ordinance, the equal 

opportunity legislation, and the historic Protection of the 

Harbour Ordinance. All outstanding achievements which 

show your commitment to the common good, your deep 

curiosity for a wide range of issues and a constant habit of 

hard work.  

 

Dear Christine, 

 

You are never afraid of new challenges. You moved from 

finance to politics. And after having successfully 

experienced politics, contrary to many politicians who 

tend to stick to their seats for a very long time, you 

decided to serve the public interest from another angle. 

You decided to promote civic education and collective 

debate about major public issues in Hong Kong. Indeed, 

in 2000, you decided not to seek reelection and set up the 

think-tank “civic exchange”. The work of Civic 

Exchange” (in your own words) is to think “about public 

policies and how to help [Hong Kong people] make sense 

of complex issues and find better solutions to challenges 

and problems”. I would like to stress the importance of 

this notion of public debate. It is necessary for good 

governance and for the involvement of the citizens. 

There’s simply no democracy without public debate. And 

HK is quite unique since it can boast and benefits from a 

very lively debate, highly enlightened by the work of Civic 

Exchange.  
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On a wide range of issues, such as urbanism, energy, 

governance or environment, Civic Exchange studies and 

proposals have become an indispensable reference. On 

the protection of the environment for example, which is a 

deep challenge for Hong Kong, your work is extremely 

respected. I will not list all the important research you did 

in that field but it is impressive. Let me just mention the 

“Hedley Environmental Index” in 2008, which was the 

first website in the world to monitor and publish in real-

time the costs of air pollution in terms of public health 

and its financial impact. In a finance-based economy like 

Hong Kong, I am certain this index caught the attention 

of many people and helped things and minds move 

forward.  

 

At this point I want to pay tribute to your colleagues and 

friends from the Civic Exchange, in particular Stephen 

Brown and Yan Yan Yip whom we had the pleasure to 

welcome in France in 2009 within our future leaders 

program. It shows the quality of people working with you. 

 

Dear Christine,  

 

Even if we first met in that residence not so long ago, I 

know that your ties with France are ancient and that you 

are actually very familiar with this house. You have 

indeed developed strong personal and professional ties 

with the country I represent: 
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You have been in contact with France from an early age 

since your mother made you learn French with a private 

tutor. You claim that you can’t speak French well but I 

know you underestimate your abilities and you may be 

tested later tonight…  

 

As a teenager, your mother took you to Paris where I 

think you visited CD house, which makes you here again a 

precursor since at that time French fashion was not yet 

mandatory for all HK women as it is now.  

We are lucky enough to have your parents, Jens and 

Lilian Munk, with us tonight. I know how important they 

are for you. And I want to thank your mother for 

introducing you to French culture.  

 

Since then, you have been a constant friend of France, 

participating in round tables, seminars, discussions 

organized by the Consulate or by the French Center for 

Research on Contemporary China. More recently, you 

developed links with major French institutions about 

Nuclear energy. I am happy to say that the French 

consulate can count on you as a constant partner to 

bridge France and Hong Kong expertise and intellectual 

talents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 5 

Dear Christine,  

 

Your achievements in raising the community’s awareness 

on public issues are absolutely remarkable. Your work is 

at the center of the challenges facing HK and your 

concrete proposals are shaping the future of this territory.  

  

For these outstanding achievements for the common 

good, for your constant contribution to the community, 

for your commitment to bring France and Hong Kong 

closer together, I am happy to bestow upon you the title of 

Knight in the order of the "Ordre national du Mérite", as 

a sign of appreciation for the great work of a friend of 

France. 

 

 

Christine Loh, au nom du Président de la République, nous 

vous remettons les insignes de Chevalier dans l’ordre 

national du mérite. 

 

 

 


