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Chère Christine Brendlé, 
Cher Yan d’Auriol, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Dear friends,  
 
 
First of all, let me welcome you all to the new French Residence. As you know, we are 
gathered tonight to celebrate two remarkable and greatly admired members of our 
community: Mrs Christine Brendlé and Mr. Yan d’Auriol.  
 
Dear Christine, dear Yan, it is a true privilege for me to express, on behalf of France, my 
gratitude for your contributions to our country. Before I go on any further, I would like to 
welcome also your families, as well as your many dear friends. I know the role they played 
in helping you achieved what we celebrate tonight. 
 
As you all know both our recipients successfully led some highly demanding careers. This 
in itself is a remarkable achievement. But this is only part of the reason why we are here 
tonight. We are also here because, over the years, they both managed to use some of 
their precious time and relentless energy to bring decisive contributions to France-Hong 
Kong friendship, as well as to the vitality of the French community.  
 
So let me begin with you, Christine. 
 

*** 
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Chère Christine, 
 
Looking at your career, filled with top positions and exciting new challenges, it strikes me 
how well, and with how much ease, you seem to meet them every time. It almost makes it 
look easy. Yet keen eyes, including mine, can only see, and consider with admiration, the 
hard work, perseverance and determination that you brought in to achieve every bit of 
your highly deserved successes.  
 
You were already off to a good start when you finished your studies in economics at 
ESSEC Business School in Paris. You were also a precursor since you decided to learn 
Chinese at the University of Jussieu, at a time when mandarin was more common among 
ultra left philosophers than business school students. Later on, you went back to studying 
business, receiving an M.B.A. from Columbia University.  
 
Dear Christine, 
 
Your career started in 1984, in the edition business, which has since been so central to 
you. At Hachette Filipacchi Presse, your potential did not go unnoticed. You were given 
increasing responsibilities, rapidly gaining an international dimension: New York, followed 
by Tokyo. Then, in 1993, Hong Kong. This is where your story here begins. A long way 
from your native region of Brittany, but for the best. From Managing director of the Hong 
Kong branch, you went on to become in 1995 Hachette’s CEO for the Asia-Pacific Region, 
just 11 years after you first pushed the company’s front door. Then in 2001, eager for new 
challenges, you left Hachette to carry out personal projects. Among those – and it 
illustrates how rich a personality you have – you started a wine business, and launched 
two daily newspapers for children. In 2006, you engaged yet again on a new adventure, 
when the Dow Jones Group called you to become Managing director for Asia and 
publisher of The Wall Street Journal Asia. Based in Hong Kong, you led with talent the 
development of the many Dow Jones brands across a zone stretching from the north of 
Beijing to the south of Borneo.  
 
As impressing as all this already is, it is not all. Christine, aside from your responsibilities, 
you have passionately devoted your time, very early on, to support France’s economic 
diplomacy. You are counselor for the French exterior trade since 2000, and since 2011 
also President of the Hong Kong and Macao section. Since you first started advising, our 
bilateral surplus with Hong Kong has gone up… by 250%, which is obviously the direct 
result of your involvement (and that of your colleagues maybe a little bit as well). Your 
experience, engagement and openness are key assets for the French business 
community here. In particular, I would like to point out your role in arranging meetings 
between our businessmen and high-ranking officials, in helping SMEs, or in launching a 
young professionals prize, the “prix V.I.E.”, which goes on this year for its 3rd edition.  
For all these reasons, the French Republic has decided, through me, to pay tribute to your 
dedication. I am certain that your beloved husband, Patrick here with us and your two 
children, Marie, also with us today and Louis, are very proud of you. They have all the 
reasons to be. 
 
Christine Brendlé, au nom du Président de la République et en vertu des pouvoirs qui me 
sont conférés, je vous fais Chevalier de l’Ordre national du Mérite. 
 

*** 
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I now turn to you, cher Yan.  
 
The distinction I am about to bestow upon you in a minute is a well-deserved recognition 
for a lifelong commitment towards the community. You settled on this island at a very 
young age, since it was 30 years ago and you have, since then, been an extremely 
successful entrepreneur – I would say one of the most successful in the French 
community. You have, long before the others, understood the Asian potential. But, beyond 
these outstanding achievements, you have also, and maybe even more importantly, 
always been willing to give back to the community. Among many other things, you have 
been an essential partner for the French art scene, a key contributor to many human 
development initiatives in the region, and a well respected personality in Hong Kong.  
 
So I will try my best to retrace in a few words the milestones of your rich and inspiring 
career. Of course none of this would have been possible without the full support and 
enthusiasm of the two people who accompany you tonight: your wife Sandra and your 
daughter Léa. So, many of the compliments I will say tonight are actually also directed 
towards them.  
 
Cher Yan,  
 
You were probably born with an entrepreneurship gene. Or you picked it up somewhere, 
in which case many here would like to know where. For some reasons, you had to drop 
out of high school, and started working immediately. Well, your dynamism and enthusiasm 
soon made you stand out. And a few years later, after serving different positions in Paris, 
you went to live the American dream in New York, joining one of our national treasures, 
L’Oréal. That was in 1978. In 1981, you were sent to Hong Kong, becoming L’Oreal’s 
Managing Director for cosmetics. Along with negotiating L’Oreal’s first joint-venture in 
China, you partnered with your brother Guy – whom all of you of course recognized and 
whom I want to welcome – and your employer to open your own company, CGroup. In 
1999, you started devoting all your efforts to it. It turned out to be a very smart move. 
Indeed, by 2007, when you sold it to Li & Fung, it had grown at an average rate of 25% 
per year, gaining access to new markets in China, France, the UK and the US, and 
employing over 450 people worldwide. Your success-story has all along been based in 
Hong Kong. It is now rightfully a great source of inspiration for our young entrepreneurs 
arriving every year.  
 
Aside from all this, you found time to develop many other projects. First of all there is, of 
course, the French May. A major cultural event in Hong Kong, one of the biggest in Asia, it 
has become one of the biggest cultural event in Asia, which I am certain I don’t need to 
present, except to say that next year’s edition will, again, be very exciting. Well, the 
French May would not be the French May without Yan d’Auriol. You indeed supported and 
sponsored its creation in 1993. Then, there is your constant and discreet implication in a 
number of human development initiatives. For example, after the tragic 2004 Asian 
tsunami, you supplied boats to over 400 families in Madras, in order for them to return to 
their fishing activity. You are also part of a number of other projects to develop access to 
education and improve health care, in Hong Kong, Burma and Nepal. This generosity in 
success is a beautiful example of French contribution overseas, that honors us.  
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For all these reasons, the French community in Hong Kong would not be the French 
community, as we know it, without Yan d’Auriol. So today, on behalf of President François 
Hollande, may this medal be a testimony of France’s recognition of your exceptional value.  
 
Yan d’Auriol, au nom du Président de la République et en vertu des pouvoirs qui me sont 
conférés, je vous fais Chevalier de l’Ordre national du Mérite. 

. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

      Arnaud BARTHELEMY 
Consul General 


