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Statement by the European Union on the Hong Kong SAR Government's Proposal to

Implement Article 23 of the Basic Law

The European Union has closely followed the ongoing debate in Hong Kong about the Hong Kong

SAR Government's proposals to implement Article 23 of the Basic Law.

The European Union welcomes the Hong Kong SAR Government's commitment to a broad public

consultation on the proposals. The European Union trusts that the views of the community will be

taken into account when drafting this legislation and hopes that there will be public consultation on

the detailed legislation before it is tabled in the Legislative Council. The European Union further

welcomes the SAR Government's assurances that the legislation will be compatible with the

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic,

Social and Cultural Rights.

Concerns and reservations about the proposals have been raised in Hong Kong during the

consultation period. The European Union has noted in particular concerns about: the extra-territorial

effect of some of the proposed offences; the provisions relating to the media and the free flow of

information; the proposals to ban organizations affiliated with mainland organizations which have

been banned there on grounds of national security; and the broad definition of some offences.

The European Union believes that the legislation under article 23 will have an important bearing on
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the image of Hong Kong and its future as an international economic and financial centre. Hong

Kong's strengths lie in its adherence to the "Rule of Law" and its respect for human rights and

fundamental freedoms. We call on the Hong Kong SAR government to ensure that this legislation

and its implementation will not undermine these principles and that the rights and freedoms outlined

in the Joint Declaration and the Basic Law are protected, upholding the "One Country, Two

Systems" principle.

The EU will continue to follow this issue closely.
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