
 

 

Paulo Pong Awarded French National Order of Merit   

Altaya Group Founder, Paulo Pong, recognised for relationship with France 

through French knighthood  

 

(Hong Kong, 13 July 2015) Managing Director and Founder of Altaya Group, 

Paulo Pong, has just been announced a recipient of the prestigious Chevalier 

dans l’Ordre National du Mérite for his dedication to building business and 

cultural links between France and Hong Kong. 

 

The Chevalier is a French knighthood and was awarded to Paulo Pong on 

Friday 10 July by Mr. Arnaud Barthelemy, Consul General of France in HK & 

Macau, on behalf of the President of France. 

 

Through the establishment and growth of Altaya Group, Paulo has driven the 

education and appreciation of French wine and food in Hong Kong. 

Representing many celebrated French Chateaux in Hong Kong, Paulo has not 

only built strong business links but has also fostered an avenue of cultural 

exchange and understanding with France. 

 

During the presentation, the Consul General congratulated Paulo Pong for his 

deep understanding and appreciation for the French lifestyle and culture 

along with his permanent generosity. 

 

Paulo says that he is truly humbled to have been awarded this great honor. 

 

“France has played a defining role in my life, career and successes and I feel 

a deep connection to the nation and its people. Fifteen years ago as a fresh 

grad from university, I left behind my Engineering degree and set off for an 

internship in Bordeaux to learn about the industry.” 

  

“Over the years I have dedicated myself to learning and appreciating the 

French wine industry and sharing this knowledge with the people of Hong 

Kong. Wine speaks not only to the flavours of France, but also the artisanship, 



geography, history and legacies of the nation,” said Paulo. 

 

French nationals as well as foreign citizens can be received into the Order of 

Merit for distinguished civil or military achievements. Those awarded as a 

Chevalier must be a minimum of 35 years old and have a minimum of 10 years 

public service to France. 

 

Ends 

 

About Altaya Group 

Altaya Group was established by Hong Kong’s ‘King of Wines’ Paulo Pong in 

2001 with the opening of Altaya Wines, a wholesale wine merchant providing 

personalised services to both trade customers and private clients.  Their 

portfolio now spans over 6,000 labels from the best vineyards across the globe, 

and the brand is renowned for being ahead of the trend. Altaya Wines was 

recognised as the ‘Best Wine Merchant of the Year Asia Pacific 2011’ by the 

Wandering Palate, one of the leading wine websites. This demonstrates the 

true leadership of Paulo Pong, who has been selected in Decanter’s Top 50 

Power List.  

Visit http://www.altayawines.com/en_features_monthly.php for a complete 

wine list and ‘Like’ Altaya Wines on Facebook. 

 

Media Contacts 

Jessica Playford I jessica@sinclairasia.com I (852) 6313 6015 
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Mrs. Sonia Pong, Managing Director and Founder of Altaya Group Paulo Pong, 

Mr. Arnaud Barthelemy, Consul General of France in HK & Macau, Mrs. Elisa 

Barthelemy. 

 

 

 

The Chevalier dans l’Ordre National du Mérite medal. 

 



 

 

Mr. Arnaud Barthelemy, Consul General of France in HK & Macau and 

Managing Director and Founder of Altaya Group Paulo Pong. 

 


