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Louis Ng Chi Sing, Chief Operating Officer at SJM Holdings Limited 
 

Dear Louis, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear friends, 

 

I am delighted to be here tonight, for this very special occasion. A 

very special occasion, because we are gathered to celebrate a 

remarkable and much esteemed man. A man who, of course, has 

led and continues to lead a highly successful career. Indeed, it 

takes some skills, dedication and talent to manage on a daily basis 

one of the world’s largest casino operator. 17 casinos, if I am not 

mistaken. But also a man of passion. The kind of passion I am 

talking about, you are all very familiar with. In fact, in this 

magnificent land -I should say terroir- of Burgundy you have lived 

for and thanks to it over the last 800 years. The passion I am talking 

about, of course, is the passion for wine. A passion which is only 

lived to its fullest when it is shared, which is what we are all doing 

tonight. 
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And, dear Louis, you never miss an opportunity to share your 

passion, in a great number of ways. Over the years, it has made you 

a true friend of France. And tonight, I have the privilege to express, 

on behalf of the French government, my gratitude for your 

exceptional contribution. 

 

 

 

Of course I will try to tell some of your stories, because you are a 

man of great stories. But before I go on, I would like to pause a 

minute to thank, and I’m sure you will agree, the wonderful people 

who accompany you tonight. Your dearest colleagues, your close 

friends, your beloved family of course, several of whom have made 

the trip to be here today: your first son Rafael, and his fiancée Nina, 

and your second son Oscar. They all played a decisive role in your 

achievements, the achievements that we are celebrating tonight.  

 

Dear Louis, 

 

Looking from here, you are a man coming from far. Across this 

continent, a few thousand kilometres away towards the East, lies 

China. And at China’s far south is a delta called the Pearl River 

delta, which sinks into the South China Sea. Your life is there. To 

the East is Hong Kong, where you were born. And to the West is 

Macau, where you were raised and where you work.  
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You first graduated from the University of Hong Kong and from the 

Asia International Open University, now called the City University of 

Macau. Shortly after, you joined in 1978 the Sociedade de Jogos de 

Macao, also known as SJM. It turned out to be your first and only 

career choice, and judging by the excellence you have achieved, it 

was a rather successful bet! A smart choice and, of course, a lot of 

hard work, talent and determination have brought you where you 

are today. In 1999, you became deputy general manager for Casino 

Administration and Operations. In 2002, you were appointed a 

director and Chief Operating Officer of SJM.  

I mentioned it earlier, that covers 17 casinos, and 2 hotels!  Among 

which some of the most renowned names of Macau: the Lisboa of 

course, the Oceanus, the Ponte 16, the Diamond, the Emperor 

Palace, and many more. 

 

Being in charge of such a great amount of business, and being a 

caring father, many people would wonder: how does he manage 

time for wine? How does he manage to know all these appellations, 

France is so rich of? Actually, most people pursue their passion on 

their free time. But you chose not to distinguish between work and 

passion, and this, I reckon, is one of the keys of your success.  

 

Let me give out one example. Few people here may know it, but 

Macau hosts one of the best French restaurants in the world, in the 

Grand Lisboa, your hotel, dear Louis : the three Michelin stars 

restaurant Robuchon on the Dome. But besides being a much 
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sought after restaurant people travel from all over Asia to go to, it is 

rightly famous for its impressive wine list. I had the privilege to 

consult and even try it a few times : it takes quite a lot of time 

because of its impressive size. But I can assure you it’s really worth 

it. It simply seems to me as one of the best wine cellar in the world 

by its quality and diversity. This is the result of your direct, 

permanent, demanding and passionate involvement. This 

involvement also led you in 2005 to take the best care of your own 

collection and you made international headlines by hosting an 

historical re-corking of your collection of 1961 Chateau Palmer in 

Macau.  

 

 

Dear Louis,  

 

As a true passionate for wine, you have a passion for everything 

that revolves around it: a passion for the technique, a passion for 

appellations, a passion for the terroir, a passion for the landscape, 

a passion for history, and, most of all, a passion for people. So, 

after crossing lands and seas many times, it is here, in Burgundy, in 

Gevrey-Chambertin, that you finally found your bliss in 2012.  

 

At first, I know some had doubts and questions about this stranger 

from afar coming to invest in heritage property. But you were fast to 

reassure everyone: your only “business plan”, as you have said 

many times, is to restore the domain’s former prestige to its fullest. 

http://www.consulfrance-hongkong.org/


 
 

Consulat Général de France à Hong Kong  

Admiralty Centre, Tower II, 26/F, 18 Harcourt Road, HONG KONG 

http://www.consulfrance-hongkong.org 
 

And, of course -and personally I strongly count on it, to make sure 

the wine that comes out is the best that can be produced on this 

exceptional soil.  

 

For this, you appointed Mr. Christian Laporte, one of the most 

recognized specialist in historical architecture, to undergo the 

domain’s restoration, together with local firms. And of course, you 

chose the most excellent Eric Rousseau, whom I obviously do not 

need to present here, to oversee and manage the 2.3 hectares of 

vineyards around the property.  

Dear Louis, you have a track-record for doing things well and taking 

the necessary time to do them well. You are the perfect person to 

establish a link between hk/macao and Burgundy. You combine an 

insatiable appetite for knowledge, typical of our Chinese friends, a 

deep understanding and appreciation for French lifestyle and 

culture and a permanent generosity.  

You are here for good, and this is great news. Great news for 

Gevrey, great news for Côte de Nuit, great news for Côte d’Or, great 

news for Burgundy, but also for France as a whole, and of course 

for Franco-Chinese relationship. Nothing beats wine diplomacy. 

You can trust me on this since I have been extensively indulging in 

wine diplomacy for more than 4 years now.  

 

Dear Louis,  
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I was a bit long, and we all want to hear you now, but I thought it 

was necessary. Let me now, in the name of the President of The 

French Republic, officially thank you for a brilliant career, for your 

dedication in sharing your passion with people around you, and for 

your attachment to France. You fully deserve this distinction, and it 

is my honour to present it to you in recognition for the great work of 

a friend of France. 

 

Louis Ng, au nom du Président de la République, je vous remets les 

insignes de Chevalier dans l’Ordre national du Mérite.  
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